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Greetings, 

I want to extend warm greetings and heartfelt appreciation to our distinguished guests and 
participants at the 2023 Louisiana Small Farmers Conference. 

Dr. Chavonda Jacobs-Young, the Under Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics (REE), 
Ms. Deidre Deculus Robert, USDA Rural Development Louisiana State Director, Lt. Governor Billy 
Nungesser, and our esteemed Commissioner of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, 
Dr. Mike Strain, we are truly honored by your presence and unwavering support for this important event. 
Your dedication to advancing agriculture and rural development is a source of inspiration for us all, and 
we thank you. 

I also want to express our gratitude to Dr. De'Shoin York, Vice Chancellor of Extension and Outreach, 
Dr. Brian Phillips, Associate Small Farms Specialist/Conference Organizer, the dedicated team who 
worked tirelessly to organize this conference, and to our speakers and presenters. Your efforts have 
provided our farming community with a valuable platform for learning, networking, and growth. 

To our esteemed farmers in attendance, your presence here speaks volumes about your commitment 
to your craft. Your desire to learn more about the business you're in is commendable, and we hope you 
leave this conference with valuable knowledge and a multitude of new connections. This conference is 
designed with you in mind, and it is all for you. 

In the spirit of collaboration and shared growth, we look forward to a successful conference that will 
empower and inspire our small farmers. Let's make the most of this opportunity to learn, connect, and 
collectively shape a brighter future for Louisiana's agriculture. 

Thank you once again for your support and participation. Together, we can cultivate success and 
prosperity in our farming communities. 

Warm regards, 

 
Orlando F. McMeans 
Chancellor-Dean 
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